Fundamental and modal processes in the evolution of natural systems.
This paper offers a brief sketch of the evolution of natural systems within the context of cosmic evolution. The argument, conducted from an energy stance but without recourse to the mathematical apparatus of quantum physics, distinguishes the processes by which energy is transformed from the processes in which it is distributed in a local context. The main focus is on the energetic stratification of natural systems, its causes, and its consequences. A brief coda points to some implications of this treatment.